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NEW Onshore
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Culinary renovation
The Don Taft UC food court adds
Denny's and Greens etc.
JiVi·itten by:
Victoria Rajkuniar

Students have two new places
to grab a bite to eat on campus. On
Aug. 19, Denny's Fresh Express and
Greens etc. were added to the Don
Taft University Center's food court.
NSU is one of the first schools
in the nation to have a Denny's
Fresh Express, a college-stationed
version of the popular diner which
serves American cuisine including
cheeseburgers and French fries and
home-style breakfast.
Carmen
Ashenberg,
Jurnor
psychology major, said, "I can't believe
we have a Denny's. That was such an
awesome surprise when I got back to
campus. The food is so, so good. Who
do I have to thank for this?"
Ashenberg can thank her fellow

students as well as Chartwell's Dining.
Chartwells
surveyed
residential
students about the option of having
the eatery added to the food court late
last semester.
Robert Censer, district manager
for Chartwells, said the survey
revealed that 80 percent of the
participants wanted to have Denny's
on campus and 90 percent wanted to
have Greens etc.
"lt was a very simple process,"
he said. "We asked 'how do you feel
about having Denny's Fresh Express
and how do you feel about having
Greens etc.?'"
Denny's replaces Coyote Jack's,
which offered similar eating options.
Genser said, "Periodically, we
want to make upgrades to the food
court. We felt it was time to change
SEE FOOD COURT 2
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Second-year college student affairs graduate student, Kelley McCarthy, looks at a takeout menu from Denny's Fresh Express, which opened on campus on Aug. 19.

Oceanographic center receives large
donation of seized coral
Written by:
Carlos Alanya
and Victoria Rajkum.ar
Early this month, Nova Southeastern
University's Oceanographic Center received
a donation of coral skeletons worth between
$500,000 and $1,000,000 from the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.
The coral was obtained from a shipment
from the Solomon Islands that was seized by
the U.S. CBP and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service last July.
Richard E. Dodge, Ph.D., dean of the
Oceanographic Center, said the coral skeleton
specimens will benefit the OC's research projects.
"We are extremely happy to have these
donated specimens. They will be used towards
education and research at NSU and will also be
distributed to other educational facilities. The
impact this donation has made greatly influences
both ecological and biological understanding."
Dodge said there are 20 different species of
coral among the 22 pallets that were obtained.
Vicky Duclos, junior biology major,
said, "I think we have fantastic researchers
COURTESY OF WWW.NSUNEWS.NOVA.E
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Coral skeletons from the Solomon Islands in the Port of Tampa will soon be displayed for the NSU community.
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the proverbial burger concept."
Samuel Ross, junior biology
major, said, "I was kind of
disappointed that Coyote Jack's was
replaced but after I finished my meal
I could only respect their decision to
bring in Denny's."
Jason Demayo, sophomore
marine biology major, enjoys the
option of having breakfast available
all day. Before Denny's opened,
breakfast was only- served in
the morning.
"The first thing I asked them
when I was ordering was whether
or not we would be able to order
breakfast all day, because I'm so
used to being cut off once noon rolls
around (usually the time I wake
up)," he said. "But I was pleased
to find out that they will be serving
breakfast until closing time. · It may
sound silly, bui, it makes living on
campus that much better."
Students also have another
eating option with Greens etc., a full
salad bar located next to Starbuck's,
which also serves paninis, flatbreads,
beverages and other healthy food.
Before Greens etc., the food court
had Wild Greens, a salad bar that was

Visit Broward County Transit on Facebook
and "like" us for a chance to receive a FREE
Reduced Fare College Student Bus Pass!

.. .looking for a
tasty alternative?

Complete a brief survey for a chance to receive one (1) FREE
31-Day Reduced Fare College Student Bus Pass ($40value). *
Find BCT at facebook.com/BrowardCountyTransit.

Students attending a College, University,
Technical, Vocational, or Trade school can
ride BCT with a 31 -Day Reduced Fare College
Student Bus Pass for only $40.00.**
For more information or assistance
with route planning, go to
www.broward.org/bct, and click on
Google Maps, or call customer service
at 954-357-8400. Hearing/Speech
• Impaired/TTY call 954-357-8302.
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Greens etc .• located next to Starbucks, was opened in the Don Taft University Center food court on Aug. 19.

attached to Papa John's.
"When Wild Greens was at
Papa John's it was added as an
after-thought," said Genser. "After
seeing the success of a salad bar, we
decided to create a new concept with
Greens etc."
Sofia
Gonzalez,
senior
psychology major, said, "I think

[Greens etc.] is a lot better than
the salad bar they had before. It
offers more options and I think
it's delicious."
Full menus of all eating options
are available online at http://www.
dineoncampus .com/nova/show.
cfm?cmd=menus2.
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at NSU as well as research teams
that are doing great things with the
information they have. Some of the
research that will be done can even
benefit mankind, who knows."
A few of the pallets will be put
on display, around NSU, to educate
students on their biological and
ecological value, as well as, address
the various threats that endanger them.
Natalie Bergeal, junior marine

Write a Letter to the Editor

biology major, said, ''We should take
advantage of our resources since
we might not get another chance to
receive such a rare donation. I think it's
fantastic that the coral and skeletons
are going towards student research."

Do you have an opinion about what
you've read ?
Submit a letter to the editor to
nsunews@nova.edu
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September

• a quick look at NSU's on campus events
Tuesday, September 6

someone WITH an
lnTeReSTlnG STORY?

NSU's Mock Trial Team Information Session» 12 p.m. -1 p.m.
Parker Building, Room # 360
All undergraduate students are welcome to attend this
information session regardless of their area of study. Lunch will
be provided. Contact Info: Professor Timothy Dixon at
Dixon@nova.edu or at 954.262.8203

Thursday, September 8
Student Coalition for the Defense of Human Rights and
Hometown Gems meeting » 12 p.m. - 1 p.m . .
Maltz Building, Room 2047
Ways in which you can get involved in advocacy work for the homeless
will be presented and opportunities to volunteer will be discussed.
Snacks and refreshments will be served. Contact info: Stephanie
Seibert at ss2180@nova.edu.

Frhla7, SeptemlNr 9
Candlelight vigil in remembrance -of the victims of
September 1 t, 2001 » 8 p.m. Commons Courtyard Patio
Hosted by: lambda Thet.1 Phi. Latin Fraternity Inc.
Contact info: Gustavo Martinez at gm515@nova.edu

Friday, September 16
Water: A Human Rights Symposium » 6 p.m. - 9- p.m.
Shepard Broad Law Center
Hosted by: Inter-American Center for Human Rights, Student Coalition
for the Defense of Human Rights, and the Shepard Law Center

Let us know!
We're looking for
individuals to
feature in our
"Diary Of... " section.

Saturday, September 17
Water: A Human Rights Symposium » 10 a.m . .:.. 2 p.m.
Shepard Broad Law Center
Hosted by: Inter-American Center for Human Rights, Student Coalition
for the Defense of Human Rights, and the Shepard Law Center

Monday, September 19
In front of Parker Building
Hosted by: Lambda Theta Phi, Latin Fraternity Inc.
Contact info: Gustavo Martinez at gm515@nova.edu

Friday, September 23

thecurrentfeatures@nova.edu

954.262.8455

<~~The

Son to testify against father in
slain NSU professor's murder
In April,
Joseph Morrissey,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
pharmaceutical sciences at NSU,
was murdered in his home in
Plantation, allegedly by his tenant
Randy W. Tundidor, 44. Tundidor
was upset that Morrissey was
evicting him and allegedly stabbed
him to death, tied up his wife and
threatened to set the house on
fife. Recent developments in the
case show that the accomplice,
Randy H. TUfldidor, 23, pied
guilty to tne murder and is going
to testify against his father at
trial in order to avoid the death
penatty. In addition to murder, the
father and son are charged with
two counts of attempted murder,
two counts of armed kidnapping,
two counts of attempted felony
murder, robbery with a firearm,
first-degree arson and armed
burglary. The court has not yet
decided if the two will be tried
separately.

NSU hires its first female senior

Lunch BBQ » 11a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Flight Deck Party» 10 p.m. to

News
Briefs

2 a.m.

Flight Deck
Hosted by: Lambda Theta Phi, Latin Fraternity Inc.
Contact info: Gustavo Martinez at gm515@nova.edu

Monday, September 26
Student Coalition for Animal Rights Group Recruitment
» 6 p.m., Don Taft University Center
Looking for members who are passionate about the welfare and
advocacy for all animals. Contact info: Steven Cook sc1306@nova.edu

vice president and COO
In September, Jacqueline A.
Travisano, M.B.A, CPA, will
begin her position as senior vice
president and Chief Operating
Officer at NSU. Travisano's role
will be to manage the overall
direction,
management
and
effective administrative operations
of the university. Her goal is to
support and help NSU become a
better institution.

NSU law students take part in
Shepard Broad Law Center's
annual mock interview marathon
On Aug . 27, the law school
students
were
given
the
opportunity to be matched up with
experienced, practicing attorneys
for a simulated interview. These
series of interviews assisted
the students in improving their
interviewing skills and prepared
them for the daunting task of
finding jobs.

Marlins Community Foundation
presents
scholarship
to
Huizenga schoo_l
On Aug . 4, The Florida Marlins
Community Foundation presented
the H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship
with a scholarship check for
$3 ,000.00. The scholarship will
be given to an undergraduate
student enrolled in the Bachelor of
Science in Sport and Recreation
Management program at the
Huizenga Business School. It is
the sixth scholarship the Marlins'
Foundation has granted to an
NSU business student.

Enjoy free food and entertainn:1ent while diving head first into student media.
SUTV: Learn how to use professional video cameras or anchor your own T.V. show
The Current: Sharpen your writing skills and learn the behind the scenes of the weekly paper
RadioX: Become an on-air personality and learn to be a DJ

Sponsored by the Office of Student Media and Information.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 "·

11:30 A.M. TO 1P.M.

>-

.DON TAFT UC PIT

Tampa
SEC
anesthesiology
graduating class

sees
first
assistants

On Aug. 28, 25 students graduated
from NSU's Tampa Bay Educational
Center's anesthesiologist assistants
program. The students started the
27-month program in 2009. The
graduates, who are trained to work
as top health care professionals,
will embark on careers, which are
of high demand in areas like Tampa.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: JENNIFER REEM ''S o flos' '' h.dd
Wiitten l!J:
Alyssa Sterkel

the community.
"Reem made
my experience here
In the popular 90s TV show
one where I felt at
"Boy Meets World," teacher George
home. She was an
Feeney told his students "If there's
anchor to me and
anything you need to talk about, my
I always knew I
door is always open." Though Feeney
had someone to go
is a fictional character, Jennifer Reem,
to," said Clayton.
M.S., instructor and coordinator for
"She was great at
the college's communication program,
student
retention
was not. Reem worked at NSU for
because she made
ten years before her unexpected death
students feel valued.
in July and members of the NSU
She made you feel
like you were at
community remember her as a teacher
whose door was open to students,
home. Reem was
faculty and staff.
the number one
Brittany
Maxey,
senior
reason I came back
communications study major, said,
to NSU. She made
"She was passionate not only about
my experience so
what she did, but about seeing her
welcoming and I
students succeed. She always made
feel like my anchor
herself available and would do
is gone."
whatever she could to help you."
Maxey created
Reem was the coordinator of
a Facebook page in
the communication studies program
honor of Reem. She
Jennifer Reem, M.S., instructor and coordinator of the Communications
which gave her extensive teaching
felt that everyone
program, at NSU died this summer.
and
academic
responsibilities.
deserves
to
be
She taught, she recruited and
remembered, so she
Reem was someone I could really
recommended part-time faculty for
opened up a place on the Internet
confide in and I could call her
for students to share memories and
hire, she reviewed course syllabi
anytime," said Brimmer. "She was
stories they remember about Reem.
for accuracy, and she dealt with
always so helpful. Her office hours
textbook issues. Reem was active in
"I'll miss having her as a teacher
were whenever she was in the
debate programs, coordinated_visits
because she encouraged us to learn
office--anytime."
and to grow, not only in what we
Stephen
Levitt,
associate
from the British National Debate
were studying, but individually. She
professor in the Farquhar College of
team, worked with students who gave
wanted to expand our knowledge and
speeches at commencement, served
Arts and Sciences said Reem also
wanted us to be successful, not only
loved to cook, love her corgi and
as a member of the honors faculty
coIIlIIlittee and was the faculty advisor
in her class, but in our career and
loved her mom.
of the communications
"She was
a
wonderfully supportive
honor society.
Don Rosenblum,
"She took the time out of her way to care. friend of mine. Both of
Ph.D., dean of the
us are diabetic, but we
Farquhar College of
She remembered you individually and controlled it with diet.
If I bought a candy bar,
Arts and Sciences, said
Reem added a lot to
would take the time to ask you how you we would be bad and
split it because we're
her own field while she
was here at NSU. She
were doing. She fought for students. Her both not supposed to
have it. It was only
supported the work of
others and championed position, her presence, won't be plied for a
half as bad then," said
Levitt.
for particular issues,
especially if they
long time."
Rosenblum said
her death was a shock
concerned her students.
"Students really
- Chris Garcia, senior international studies and to students and faculty
alike, said Rosenblum,
enjoyed her company.
and many contacted
She
connected
English major
him asking what could
and bonded with
be done in her honor.
them, never shying
Out of the concern, The Jennifer
what we did in communications,"
away from opportunities to do
Reem Memorial Scholarship provides
things additionally, like workshops
said Maxey.
a way for those who loved and cared
Marlisa
Santos,
Ph.D.,
that would help and support her
about her to show that. Students can
associate professor and director of
students," said Rosenblum. "She'd
apply by visiting the website and
the Humanities Division, said, "Her
write letters of recommendation and
anyone can contribute by writing a
door was always open. Students were
celebrate when students got into
check to NSU and writing "Jennifer
constantly here waiting to see her
graduate school or an exceptional
Reem Scholarship" on the memo line.
and she was always here. She was
scholarship. It all mattered to her."
One hundred percent of the proceeds
very busy, but I know she enjoyed
Chris Garcia, senior international
go to the scholarship.
what she did. She did a lot of things
studies and English major, said, "She
Santos, said, "Her energy and
she didn't have to do. She wouldn't
took the time out of her way to care.
dedication to her students and the
have done those things if she didn't
She remembered you individually
program is the main thing we lost
love to work with students."
and would take the time to ask you
with her. It will be hard to find a
Professors and faculty saw
how you were doing. She fought for
faculty member who cared about
Reem's connection with students and
students. Her position, her presence,
students like her."
how much she cared for them.
won't be filled for a long time."
Allison
Brimmer,
Ph.D.,
To some students, she was more
assistant professor in the Farquhar
than just their professor. She was also a
College of Arts and Sciences,
mentor and confidant. Cheryl Clayton,
A memorial service for Reem
said Reem took the extra time to
junior communication studies major,
will be held on Sept. 12 at
help students practice speeches,
4 p.m. in the Performance
took numerous classes with Reem,
secure opportunities, and help them
whom she said helped her grow as
Theatre of the Don Ta~
be successful in the real world.
a student and as a person. Reem
University Center.
Additionally, her door was open to
trained Clayton to speak for debates
more than just students, but faculty,
by having her practice talking to trees
staff and her family as well.
outside of the Parker building. She
"From the very start she
mentored Clayton giving her a sense
welcomed me, and in many ways,
of direction at NSU and advocated for
showed me the ropes here at NSU.
her to take on leadership roles within

treasures
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Rapids Water Park, located in Rivera Beach, offers both thrilling and relaxing rides.

Written l!J:
Alek Culpepper
South Florida knows how to
show you a good time, but it is more
than just a spring break getaway.
Hidden in South Florida are treasures
of recreational activities and
attractions that are sure to entertain
you throughout the day.
If you're looking for adventure. . .
Mix hanging out in the sand
with a challenge and you get
Tigertail Lake Center in Dania
Beach. This facility is owned by
Broward College, making it a great
and cheap place for college students.
You can challenge yourself on the
ropes course, learn how to snorkel
(and prepare for a trip to the Keys),
rent a sailboat or try your hand at
paddle boarding.
If you like wild life because ...
You're a big nature enthusiast,
South Florida offers a variety of
activities and attractions that are
just for you. Visit Butterfly World
in Coconut Creek, which houses
thousands of butterflies, in addition
to lorikeets, hummingbirds and
an insectarium. You can also visit
the incredible 60-acre Flamingo
Gardens, in Davie, which is a
wildlife sanctuary and a botanical
garden. You can witness 70 species
of birds that are native to Florida, as
well as alligators, panthers and, of
course, flamingos.
The Secret Woods Nature
Center, in Fort Lauderdale, is another
one of South Florida's hidden
treasures. This National Park will
allow you to walk through a 3,800
square-foot butterfly preserve and,
if you're feeling really adventurous,
you can choose two nature trails that
take you through tidal marshes and
three different ecosystems.
However, if you want to get

up close with South Florida wild
life, the Everglades National Park,
in Homestead, is a wild place to
explore a unique part of the United
States, canoe in the marshes and ·see
amazing animals, such as: crocodiles,
alligators, white-tailed deer, opossums
and more than 350 avian species. This
park allows guests to embark on a
swamp safari, located on a Seminole
Indian reservation, which offers
airboat rides through the Everglades,
as well as countless animal shows.
If you love the water ...
Quiet Waters Park is calling
your name. It's water, water
everywhere at this 430 acre park
located in Deerfield Beach, which
includes a freshwater swimming
beach, skate park, mountain bike
trails, cable water-skiing, and a
variety of boats for rental. The fun
also won't end at night. This park
offers visitors a chance to rent a
tent or tepee at the park's innovative
Rent -a-Tent campground.
Although, if you want to add
little adventure to your water fun,
drive down to Rapids Water Park in
Riviera Beach. It's a bit of a drive,
but it's worth the gas. Rapids has
numerous rides including "Big
Thunder" and "Black Thunder."
These rides send you on a spin
around funnels, through a pitch
dark drop and racing around at high
speeds. If you're looking for milder
water fun, Rapids also has a lazy
river, racing slides, and many other
water attractions that won't leave
you screaming for mommy.
South Florida is known for its
night life, but during the day there
are parts of Florida that can entertain
you as well. Get to know everything
that your school's home has to offer
and enjoy the weekend days climbing
ropes, snorkeling or watching
butterflies swarm around you.

a

Written by:
Renee Michelle Potens

Renee Potens, jokingly nicknamed "the mad
scientist," is a senior biology major. She is
applying to the University of Miami for a Ph.D.
in human genetics research. Her role models
include: Charles Darwin, Gregor Mendel and
Albert Einstein. She is also a bookworm who will
never buy a kindle. She is a member of the 1h
Beta National Honors Society and also presented
in the 2011 Undergraduate Student Symposium.
The day my life changed was the week
before winter finals when I was told I had skin
cancer. At a visit to the doctor, the lesions
on my face that I'd hidden with my hair for
several months were found. It wasn't the news
that shocked me, but the fact that now I must
face something I had been denying.
Although I should have been more
responsible, I was now terrified; I had just lost
my father to skin cancer only five years earlier
and had convinced myself, as well as others,
that these lesions were nothing. But now I was
face to face with my biggest fear. That week
I went to the NSU clinic, they rushed me to
the dermatology department. I was in shock
and their urgency scared me. They wanted me
back the next day to start biopsying.
There was a total of nine suspects, not
just the two or three I had been secretly wary
of. They cut, burned, and sent samples to the
lab. When I left, I sat in my car and cried. It
was real and I couldn't lie to myself anymore.
I sucked it up, squished the feelings deeper
down inside and told no one, not even the
people closest to me. I pushed everyone away.
It was one of the hardest weeks of my life and
I did it all alone.
Two days later I got the call that would
forever change my life. Three samples came
back positive and they wanted me in right
away to start surgery. The first two and most

5

Features

August 30, 2011 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

extensive surgeries were the ones
located on my face. I was sent to a
specialist, where they performed
Moh's surgery (or chemosurgery used to treat skin cancer) followed
by plastic surgery to reconstruct my
face. Finally, needing help, I had no
choice but to tell my family.
Although I was warned that it was
a lot of surgery all at once and would
look really bad at first, nothing could
have prepared me. The first time I saw
my face I looked like a monster. The
whole side of my face was pulled up
and I was swelling so bad I couldn't
even blink my eye. It was devastating.
I used pain as an excuse to keep myself
in a Vicodin-sedated state for a week.
I just couldn't deal with it. I spent
the next few weeks alone in such a
depressed state that I contemplated
suicide.
I felt so many emotions: fear,
frustration and, most of all, anger.
But within weeks I started to look
COURTESY OF A. POTENS
like myself. The plastic surgeon did
Renee Potens, senior bio logy major was diagnosed with skin cancer, which was
such a great job that the scar really treated wlth several surgeries over the su mmer.
isn't that bad. But I had no time to
dwell. I was already scheduling surgeries three
back. It's hard though. People stare. They ask
and four at the NSU clinic and they were much
me what happened and I don't like telling them
less invasive. After the surgeries, I just laid in
because of the guilt written on their faces for
bed bored, depressed, and in pain, just waiting
asking when I answer them. I won't let myself
to heal. I still wouldn't let anyone see me. I
cry. I'm afraid if I do I won't be able to stop and
wouldn'.t leave the house and I couldn't get up
that I might lose my will to keep fighting.
to make food because I couldn't chew. Without
My whole summer was ruined battling
eating or sleeping, my already thin body was
cancer, hiding like a vampire. I had to delay my
losing too much weight too fast, leaving me
application for graduate school. Now, I have to
very weak. Thankfully, the doctors had gotten
look at this as only a detour in my life so I can
it all so I somehow found the strength to suck
get back on track, move forward and be grateful
it up once again and slowly find peace.
that even though this has been so traumatic, I
It's been a couple of months since the
am still so lucky it was caught in time.
surgeries, and although I still have stitches,
You may wonder how this happened to me
I've started to leave the house and get my life
at such a young age. The answer is actually a

simple one: environment acting on a genetic
predisposition. I grew up here in sunny
Florida, boating and diving with my father,
sunbathing at the beach and, the worst of all,
using tanning salons.
We all know the devastating effects of
the sun and tanning beds, but ten years ago
we just didn't know any better. What teenager
thinks about anything but the deceptive "glow"
of a tan? With my fair freckled skin, blonde
hair, and light green eyes, combined with my
father's genetics, I never stood a chance. I've
had to change and give up so many things in
my life. I have to be very conscious of my sun
exposure and being outdoors. I've changed
my lifestyle, but unfortunately it was too late.
However, it's not too late for you.

As

the school year begins, Tracy Favreau,

D.O., assistant professor and director of

dermatology at the College of Osteopathic
Medicine, offers tips for students to enjoy
the sunny outdoors without feeling the burn.
◊ Avoid the sun between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m. due to strong UVA and UVB
wavelengths.
◊ Use a sunscreen with a minimum of SPF
30.
◊ Reapply sunscreen every two hours if
in direct sunlight.
◊ Wear sunscreen everyday.
◊ Protect your eyes with sunglasses that
have UV protection.
◊
Use topical lotions like aloe and
Biafine to help heal sunburn.
◊ Wear wide brimmed hats and clothing
with SPF in it.
◊ To prevent or detect skin cancer, see a
dermatologist every year for a full body
and skin examination.

New ways to get
involved on campus
JiViitten by:
Stephanie Flenung
The new school year brings the
desire to get involved and meet people
with similar interests and hobbies.
This year there are 12 newly registered
student organizations adding to the
more than 70 existing ones.
If you 're interested in supporting
a worthwhile cause take a look at
the Student Coalition for Animal
Rights and help promote awareness
of our furry friends, join Students for
Sustainable Development in Haiti
to raise awareness of the efforts to
provide sustainable development in
the country, stay up late with Up Til
Dawn to work closely with St. Jude
Children's Research hospital or bring
light to important environmental
issues with the Student Chapter
of National Association of Environmental Profession.
For students looking to get
in shape, there is dance with The
Sharkettes Dance Team, and karate
with Mushin Goju Karate Club
where you can also learn self-defense
techniques. For a more analytical
approach to exercise, CHESSO offers
students the chance to help benefit the
Exercise Science Program.

Kristina Labossiere, senior exercise and sports science major represents the new club, Sharkettes, during

Sharkapalooza on Aug. 26 in the Don Taft University Center. Sharkettes is one of 12 new clubs that were
registered on campus this semester.

Just in case you don't do enough
thinking in class, there is CEO where
students can learn problem-solving
and how to pitch a business plan,
Nomatics where students ponder
the universe and learn how to
resolve problems, the Philosophy
Club where students obtain critical
thinking skills and ponder all things
philosophical. And if you love to
talk and promote things, join the
Communication and PR Club.
Students can also create their
own organization if they can't
find the perfect one to meet their
needs. To start a new club, a packet
must be completed which can be
obtained at the Student Organization

Resource Center (SOuRCe) located
on the second floor of the Rosenthal
building. The club must have a
president, a treasurer, an advisor, at
least six members and a constitution.
Gina
Mercanti,
graduate
assistant for clubs and organizations
in the Office of Student Activities,
said, "All students interested in
starting a new club should definitely
stop by the SOuRCe (Rosenthal
201) and see me. The packet is
very informative and can help with
writing that constitution."
For more information contact
Mercanti at gm60S@nova.edu or
ext. 27453.

follow us
on twitter™
checl.; out our twitter'" for
the latest campus news.

www.twitter.com1thecurrentnsu
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Get to know our
NEW
editorial team

Name: Stephanie Fleming
Major: Writing and Qualitative Research
Position: Arts and Entertainment Editor/Copy Editor
Why I joined The Current: I love writing and I love A&E getting paid to do write about A&E is great!
Hobbies: Who has time for those?
Fun Fact: I packed everything that could fit into my car one
night, late at night, on a whim several years ago and drove from
Kentucky to Ft. Lauderdale and I'm still here!
Favorite Movie: Just about anything touched by Judd Apatow
My song of the week: "The Edge of Glory" by Lady Gaga (but
right now it feels more like the edge of sanity)
Name: Nathaniel Dolan
Major: Philosophy
PHOTOS BY C. SEIGNIOUS
Position: Opinions Editor
Why I joined The Current: Until I submitted my first Letter- Name: Kevin Preciado
Hobbies: Writing poetry and short stories, Shaolin Kung Fu,
World of Warcraft, making puppets and stop-motion movies
to-the Editor earlier this year, I really wasn't aware that my style Major: Business Administration
Fun Fact: I can't rub my hands against fabric.
and approach to writing had a genuine audience. When it was Position: Sports Editor
published in The Current, I realized the power of the pen and the Why I joined The Current: I am a huge sports fan and I love Favorite Movie_: The Others and Law Abiding Citizen ·
responsibility that comes with "stepping up to the -microphone" - to talk- about sports. However, my favorite part is interviewing My song of the week: "Shake Senora Remix" by Pitbull
in such a public forum. Journalism bears the potential of making the athletes and coaches. I've truly enjoyed every interview and I
Name: Alyssa Sterkel
a very real difference in the lives of many people. I am honored always learn something new.
to have been selected by Student Media for section chief at the Hobbies: Watching sports and movies and playing FIFA
Major: Communication Studies
Opinions desk, and I am proud to be a part of such an integral Fun Fact: I'm not a fan of sarcasm, or am I?
Position: Features Editor
element of American life.
Favorite Movie: I can't choose one, but my favorite actor is Why I joined The Current: I finally discovered something I'm
good at. I took to the newspaper rather quickly and it's become
Hobb!es: Reading, writing, and discussing philosophy and other James McAvoy
matters of significance, playing my guitar, riding my bicycle, My song of the week: "Home Sweet Home" by Motley Crue
something I love.
Hobbies: Shopping, scrapbooking, watching movies, and
playing tennis and golf (badly), doing the Jumbles with my morn
Name: Victoria Rajkumar
(hopefully in the future) sewing.
on the weekends and hanging out with my family.
Fun Fact: I'm a blonde living in a brunette's body.
Fun Fact: I toured for 6 years as stage manager with legendary Major: English and Communication Studies
Position: News Editor
· Favorite Movie: The Time Traveler's Wife (and yes I cried)
jazz greats in a band called Fourplay.
Why I joined The Current: I wanted to explore a new area of What is my song of the week: "Head Full of Doubt/Road Full"
Favorite Movie: Finding Forrester
writing, i.e. news writing.
by The Avett Brothers
My song of the week: "Bubble Toes" by Jack Johnson

l l1 sCurrent is accepting

r
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applications for a visual design assistant.
Graphic design experience preferred.
Inquiries: 954.262.8455
Visit ASA 105 to pick up an
application.

A-Thai Restaurant
4 Star Rated af Thailand's
Authentic Dishes
18 ~ears of dail'¥ f,esh cooked food
HOURS: Monday - Friday
Lunch: 11 :30am-3:00pm Dinner: Spm-1 0:00pm
Saturday's Open for Dinner Only

Ask for Mamason for take-out
or small party orders

954-792-6220
6419 Stirling Road, Davie
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'ft,~, On the corner of Stirling Road and Davie Road
(south of NOVA SE UNIVERSITY in Davie) . ___
&
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Open 7 Days a Week
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offers real wood furniture for le s!
5689 University Driv~ Davi~ FL 33328

www;.woodyou.com I 954..434.0900

IMMIGRATION
LAW OFFICES OF

PETER LO BLACK P.A.
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Business Petitions • Work Pennlts
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Consular / Embassy Processing

. . ,,11 : lat11111111W
Physicians / Nurses Work Visas
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LOC A T I ONS

TO

SER V E

YOU

MIAMI

PLANTATION

1021 Ives Dairy Rd.
Suite 218
Miami, FL 33179
(305) 770-0100

6991 W. Broward Blvd.
Suite 112
Plantation, FL 33317
(954) 327-8800

BOCA RATON

ORLANDO

2200 NW Corporate Blvd .
Suite 408
Boca Raton, FL 33431

(561) 988-5811

6996 Piazza Grande Ave ,
Suite 312
Orlando, FL 32835
( 407) 295-0099

((Hfer f~~1' 3..l 1. l011 O>l'l" ly
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SHINE. With a Business Degree ·from NSU.
Today, more than ever, aspiring entrepreneurs and executives are seeing the light - the unmistakable
value of a business degree from the Huizenga Business School. Here you'll learn the skills you need
to start or advance your career. And our professors are respected leaders from the world's premier
corporations. With day, evening, weekend and online classes available, you can also earn your degree
while balancing work and family demands. Let the Huizenga Business School shine a light on your
pathway to success. Attend our Business School Open House and speak personally with admissions
advisors, faculty members and current students.
·

BUSINESS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
• Learn aboutour graduate and undergraduate programs
• Speak with academic and financial aid advisors
• Receive on-the-spot admissions help

Wednesday, August 31st at 6:00 p.m.
Carl Desantis Building (Main Campus)
R.S.V.P. 954-262-5026 or no~,a.edu/business

~
No

~TA SOUTHEASTERN

IV ~UNIVERSITY

Huizenga Business School
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Meet NSU's new women's
basketball head coach

August 30, 2011 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

ON THE BENCH
Commentary by:

Kevin Preciado

Wiitten by:
Kevin Preciado
NSU 's new women's basketball
head coach may not be able to jump
as high as her favorite basketball
player, Michael Jordan, but she
- brings a proven record, discipline,
and high expectations to the team
after her appointment last semester.
LeAnn
Freeland,
started
playing basketball in third grade,
and continued through college. She
had an impressive basketball career,
scoring 50 points in a game, which is
still a game-high at her alma mater,
the University of Southern Indiana.
"I would need to get back in
shape pretty good to be able to score ,
like I did," she joked. "I have about
probably two good minutes on the
floor before I get tired."
Before beginning her coaching
career, Freeland was a junior high
school teacher. She said she didn't
consider coaching until she received
· an offer a year after graduating to be
an assistant coach at her alma mater.
"It took me some time to decide,
because I really enjoyed teaching, but
then I realized coaching basketball is
just teaching the game of basketball,"
she said. "It was something I loved,
and I felt it would provide me with a
lot of opportunities."
Freeland said she believed
NSU was the right place for her after
meeting with the athletic department
and the team.
"I was really impressed by

. COURTESY OF NSU SPORTS INFORMATION

LeAnn Freeland, NSU women 's basketball's new head coach, speaks to a referee during an NCAA
tournament at her previous coaching appointment at the University of Indianapolis.

the athletic department's vision
for women's basketball and for the
overall basketball program."
She said she was impressed by
the players' desire to be special.
One element the women's
basketball team wanted in a new
coach was discipline.
Sabrina
Starnbouli,
junior
guard, said, "We were looking for a
discipline-oriented coach, because
I believe we have a lot of talent on
our team, but I feel like we needed
somebody to guide us in the right
direction in order to come together
as a team. Coach Freeland seemed to
be ready to make a change, and she
seemed to know how to get where
we need to be."
Freeland finnly believes discipline
is one of her greatest strengths.
"The one thing they were looking
for was a discipline-oriented coach.
That's one thing I feel I'm pretty good
at. I'm not a yeller; it's more about

game preparation, practice, structure,
and overall expectations."
Freeland said she is looking
forward to the upcoming season and
working with the team.
"I am inspired by the ladies
from the past who paved the way for
the opportunities women enjoy today
in sports. I am also inspired by the
efforts of our current players and by
the dreams of little girls everywhere
to take the court and compete just
like the boys."
The players are equally excited
about working with the new coach.
Jessica
Russi,
sophomore
guard, said, "I am very excited.
We've heard great things about her,
and her coaching record pretty much
speaks for itself. She's a great fit for
our team, and I can't wait for practice
to start up."
NSU's basketball season starts
in November. The schedule has not
yet been released.

One small step for
-women's soccer,
one giant leap for
women's sports
It's no secret that women's
sports have taken a backseat to
men's over the years. However,
thanks to the 2011 Women's
World Cup this summer, women
didn't just "kick" their way
to shotgun, they were in the
driver's seat.
Whether it was Abby
Wambach's
passion,
Hope
Solo's awesome name, or
Megan Rapinoe's hair, the fact
is, this country fell in love with
and supported this U.S. women's
soccer team better than they ever
have for the men's team.
"Good Morning America,"
stats placed the final match
between the USA and Japan as
the most-watched soccer match
in the history of ESPN. In
addition, the match set a Twitter
record with more than 7,000
tweets per second.
Some would argue that
soccer isn't this country's biggest
sport, therefore, the women
beating the men isn't a big deal.
This is a valid point. However,
women beating men in any sport
is a great accomplishment.
Women's athletics took a

step in the right direction and
everyone saw that it can be just
as exciting as men's. Have you
ever seen a match as thrilling as
the one between the U.S. and
Brazil? It definitely has to be
considered as one of the greatest
matches in world cup history.
How exactly does this
concern the NSU community?
Well grasshopper, the majority of
NSU athletes are women and it
was our ladies who won three of
our five SSC Championships, as
well as a National Championship
last season. Maybe, just maybe
this World Cup boosted the
enthusiasm and passion for
women's sports here at NSU.
What remains to be seen is
whether or not the support for
women's soccer and women's
sports will continue. Will
it sustain its popularity and
growth? Let's hope it does, and
let's hope the television networks
show more WPS, LPGA, and
WNBA games. The question is:
will you be watching?
.With the talent of women's
sports at NSU, we ought to show
the world how it's done.

NSU Athletes brought home five SSC Championships and a
National Championship last season. Rowing, Women's Golf,
Men's Golf, Women's Soccer, and Men's Swimming and
Diving each won an SSC Championship, while Women's
Golf won their third straight National Championship.

NSU baseball alumnus J.D. Martinez has
averaged .295, hit five home runs and 22 runs
batted in after his first 88 at-bats since joining
the Houston Astros in late July.

On Aug. 3, NSU Women's Soccer
alumni, Alexis Hernandez and Sarah
Glass made their professional debuts
in Iceland with the l:>r6ttur Reykjavik
women's soccer team.

At least look smart.
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2011

Sports

I nsucurrent.nova.edu

11

No snow, no problem
Special Olympics Broward County
trains ski team
Wiitten by:
Kevin Preciado
_In the boiling pot that is South
Florida, Special Olympics Broward
County (SOBC), which has its office
on NSU's campus, provides some
of its athletes with an unimaginable
experience by training an alpine
ski team.
The
organization
receives
invitations each year to attend the
Southeast Region Games organized,
in 1977, by French-Swiss Ski
College President Jim Cottrell and
hosted by Special Olympics North
Carolina. The event, which is held
in February at the Appalachian Ski
Mountain in Blowing Rock, NC,
invites athletes and coaches from
the Southeastern states to compete
in alpine skiing and snowboarding.
SOBC first participated in 1996.
However, the team needed to be
better prepared.
Linda Mills, director of SOBC,
said, "It was a great trip, but we
realized our athletes needed more
training to be ready. We started a
more intense training program, which
we have continued through today."
The training, however, takes on
a South Florida spin. In November,

®

Special Dlyn1pics
Florida
Broward County
COURTESY OF BROWARD COUNTY SPECIAL OLYMPICS

the athletes train on the beach to
grasp the feel of skiing. Each practice
starts with exercise followed by two
activities, including riding in roller
blades and scooters in the parking
lot, then the athletes practice in the
sand with ski boots and snow skis.
"[The purpose of the training

program is] to build cardio-vascular
endurance and muscle strength,"
said Mills. "We want to have athletes
moving [their] arms and legs and
working on balance."
This is the only sport that
Mills coaches.
"I feel so strongly that this is

a wonderful opportunity for our
athletes," she said.
Michelle Leonardo, program
coordinator of SOBC, feels just
as strongly.
"I continue to look forward
each and every year to returning to
the mountains because watching

At pr·ces y
• Competitive pricing, starting as low
as $930 annually

• Flexible deductible options
• Convenient payment plans

them receive their medals for their
efforts is one of the best feelings in
the world," she said.
The SOBC Alpine Ski Team has
28 athletes. For an athlete to make
the trip to NC, they must attend at
least ten practices, they cannot be
late more than three times, and they
must fully participate at practice.
However, the intense training isn't
enough to dissuade these athletes
from enjoying the experience.
Austin Hoover, member of the
ski team, said, "I really like it and
can't wait to go skiing again."
Another member of the ski
team, Dee Baldino, enjoys the
challenge of skiing and competing
with her friends .
Mills
acknowledged
the
difficulty in training for the event,
but said the team's determination to
master this sport is inspiring.
Leonardo said, "The smiles
and happiness that the athletes show
during their ski trips says it all."
One person who was definitely
smiling was ski team member
Kristian Oliver Laughlin.
"I feel that when you are at
the snow, you feel free like you are
flying like a bird."

ca aff d

• 80/20 or 70/30 co-insurance options
• $500,000-$750,000 in coverage
• Prescription Drug Coverage
• Preventive Care (Premium Plan)

To learn more and enroll today, visit
Collegiaterisk.com
or call, 800-922-3420
C}olle.9r_"a_fe !J(is.lll§:ma!lemenl
Affordable Student Hcahh Insurance
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There's not much fr~ght
in "Fright Night"
Written by:
Stephanie Fleming
Anyone who has ever had a
vampire for a neighbor can surely
understand why Ed (Christopher
Mintz-Plasse) tries so hard to convince
his former best friend, Charlie
Brewster (Anton Yelchin), that his
neighbor is dangerous in this remake
of the 1985 original "Fright Night."
The best part about the movie
is Mintz-Plasse who is funny,
relatable and interesting as the geek
that Charlie has abandoned to try to
become one of the cool kids in high
school. The worst part about the
movie is that Mintz-Plasse "dies"
about 10 minutes into the movie.
And so does the comedy.
The movie is billed as a comedy/
horror but it isn't funny that the main
character is just a jerk who deserves
to be eaten by a vampire. And it isn't
funny that he has a girlfriend who is
way too hot for him and has no reason
to want to be with him. Charlie is
too geeky to be cool and too wannabe-cool to be geeky. So, he ends up
stuck somewhere between bland and
boring and Yelchin does nothing to
make the character likeable.
When Ed disappears, Brewster
finally becomes determined to prove
that his neighbor, Jerry Dandridge
(Colin Farrell), is in fact a vampire
and is responsible for a recent
string of disappearances in the
neighborhood. But it's too late for Ed
and Charlie can't do anything without
the help of his mom (Toni Collette)
and girlfriend, Amy (Imogene Poots
- she must have taken a lot of heat for
that name as a child).
Farrell, on the other hand, plays
Jerry brilliantly. He is equally creepy
and sexy as he sniffs the air, smelling
human blood. Farrell seems to have
really upped his game since he gave
up his Hollywood hell-raiser role.
In the comedy "Horrible Bosses,"
he played Bobby Pellin, the drugaddled boss of Jason Sudeikis's
Kurt Buckman who understandably
plots to kill Pellin, so well he was
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SUTV delivers
September
blockbuster hits

"Paul," a comedy about an encounter between two comic book geeks and a good•natured alien is one of
the movies featured on SUTV's September line-up.

Written by:
Stephanie Fleming

COURTESY OF DREAM WORKS STUDIOS

"Fright Night," featured Colin Farrell as a blood-sucking vampire who lives next door. ·

practically unrecognizable as the
slick Irishman we all have come to
know so well.
Then in "Fright Night," Farrell
found a role he could really sink his
teeth into. In a world where everything
just seems to be a remake of something
else, this remake finds a way to be
original, thanks to Farrell who plays
the character with a darkness that
avoids glorifying vampires like those
"other'' movies do. I, for one, have
had enough of sappy vampire movies.
"Fright Night" gave me hope that
vampires may finally return to being
seen as evil, blood-sucking creatures
that we should stay away from instead
of sullen hunks we want to take to
the prom.
But Farrell's talented portrayal
of the creature of the night can't
save the movie from becoming just
another dull vampire movie with
a lame lead. The timing of this
remake is perfectly understandable

~
August 30-September 5
Tuesday 8.30
Maroon 5 and
Train Cruzan
Amphitheater
West Palm Beach
7:00 p.m.

The Inked Magazine Music Tour
Featuring Damned Things Revolution

since everything vampire seems
to be devoured by audiences these
days. But maybe that is the problem.
Maybe it's time to move on to the
next fad - everything in 3D whether
it's needed or not.
I saw "Fright Night'' in 3D,
thinking that the extra 15 minutes in
the 3D version would mean lots of
exciting moments packed with blood
and guts spurting toward my face as I
attempted to hide behind the chair in
front of me. But the only scary part
of the 3D version was the exorbitant
price the theater charged just for the
privilege of having a few sparks fly
at me when a vampire exploded in
the sunlight. Hardly worth having to
wear those silly glasses for two hours.
Unless you're a sucker for all
things vampire, "Fright Night" is an
experience that you can very likely
do without.

Saturday 9.3

:J't.Zauderda/e

Fort
Lauderdale
Strikers vs.
Montreal
Impact
Lockhart Stadium 7:30 p.m.

Florida Marlins vs. Philadelphia
Phillies* Sunlife Stadium in Miami 7:10 p.m.

Sunday9.4

Live in Fort Lauderdale 6:00 p.m.

Thursday 9.1
Preseason Football Miami Dolphins vs.
Dallas Cowboys Sunlife

vs. Philadelphia Phillies*
SunLife Stadium in Miami 7:10 p.m.

Monday9.5

Stadium in Miami 7:30p.m.

Friday9.2
Zeds Dead: The Honeymoon Series,
Alternative Rock* The Fillmore Miami
Beach at the Jackie Gleason Theater 9:00 p.m.

Florida Marlins vs. Philadelphia
Phillies* SunLife Stadium in Miami 7:10 p.m.

vs. New York Mets*
Sun Life Stadium in Miami 7:10 p.m.
*listen to Radio X - WNSU 88.5 for a chance to win to tickets to
these events. Call (954) 262 - 8460 from 6 p.m . - 3 a.m . or like
their Facebook page at:
http:/ /www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Radio-X/173406869345418

The first month of school is a lot
of work between getting settled into
your dorm, starting classes, buying
books and trying to figure out which
organizations to get involved with.
What better way to de-stress from it
all than some fun comedy, which is
featured in the September line-up of
Sharks United Television movies.
The best place to start for a good
a laugh is with "Paul," a hilarious
account of two comic book geeks who
encounter an alien named Paul during
their travels across the United States.
You know you're in for lots of laughs
when you get Simon Pegg, Nick Frost
and Seth Rogan (as the voice of Paul)
on the same screen.
Another funny choice has us
following a college grad with no
clear goals in life except to pursue
his dream girl at a wild Labor Day
party in "Take me Home Tonight."
Topher Grace and Anna Faris bring
laughs and drama throughout the
course of the party.
And everyone knows that when
you combine two very different
families at one big event, there's
bound to be some great comedic

moments like the ones in "Jumping
the Broom."
If you need a little excitement in
your life, "Limitless" is an excellent
thrill ride full of mystery, intrigue and
an exhilarating performance by Bradley
Cooper as a writer who cures his
writer's block when he discovers a drug
that gives him super human abilities.
You can also get your action
movie fix with "Warrior's Way," a
western about a warrior-assassin,
and Soul Surfer, the true story of a
teenage surfer who gets back on her
board in spite of losing her arm in a
shark attack.
"Sucker Punch" and "Conspirator''
are also playing in September but don't
watch either with high expectations.
There are plenty of other great choices.
So, enjoy the movies! And don't
forget the popcorn.
Sharks United . Television, the
student-run television station, shown
on channel 96 in the residence halts
and on laptops in the Don Taft
University Center pit, features a
selection of exciting blockbusters
that change each month. Students
can vote on movies they'd like to see
in the upcoming months by visiting
the SUTV website at http://nova.edu/
sharksunitedtvl.

New ''Planet of
the Apes'' ''Rises''
to the occasion
Written by:
Stephanie Fleming
If you simply must see a new
spin on an old classic, you can't go
wrong with "Rise of the Planet of
the Apes." There really is something
for everyone: actior, drama, comedy
and even a little romance.
James Franco delivers an
exceptional, heart wrenching performance as a scientist who secretly
adopts a baby chimpanzee, Ceaser,
when its mother is killed after
becoming violent during testing
of an experimental Alzheimer's
medication. Will Rodman (Franco)
later discovers the drug works when
he tests it on his father who suffers
from Alzheimer's. Then Ceaser,

having the drug in his DNA, grows
up to be an exceptionally intelligent
ape who leads a group of primates to
fight back against being caged and
used as lab rats.
The CGI (computer-generated
imagery) is phenomenal. Throughout
most of the movie it's almost
impossible to tell you're not watching
the real thing - except when Ceaser
is shown as a baby. But that is a quick
scene and easy to forgive. When you
look into the eyes of the apes, they
tell a story so convincing, it's easy to
imagine a group of primates staring
into the camera, acting on cue.
The CGI will thrill you and
Franco and Ceaser will steal your
heart as the apes rise up and draw you
into their plight.

August 30,

2011

I nsucurrent.nova.edu

Arts & Entertainment

13

''Song of the Living Dead: A Zombie Musical''
leaves you laughing in your seat
Written by:
Alyssa Sterkel
"The Rocky Horror Picture
Show" has come to life in NSU's
Black Box Theatre. Though with
a different storyline, "Song of the
Living Dead: A Zombie Musical" is
an hour and a half show reminiscent
of the parody that leaves the audience
engaged, laughing and wanting more.
The musical is a raunchy,
unapologetic show about a charming
love story intertwined with zombies
taking over and craving brains.
Written by Matt Horgan and Travis
Sharp, the musical follows the lives
of George (Christopher A. Kent) and
Judith (Lindsey Elizabeth Forgey) as
they enter into soon-to-be wedded
bliss. This bliss is halted by zombies
and an ex, but, as the song goes,
they gave it all up for love. The
show was over the top with zealous

and happy characters, the
seamlessly
without
songs were explicit and
distracting the audience.
hilarious, and the story
Though
the
line was
entertaining
acting was on par, the
and silly.
script and costuming were
The actors, both with
inconsistent. The opening
lines and without lines,
sequence made the show
did a phenomenal job. The
seem like it was from
zombies were moaning,
the 1950s era, but items
like Google, cell phones
slow-moving, head-tilting,
blood-dripping
corpses
and ear bugs made their
way into the scenes. This
craving the brains of all
inconsistency was noticed,
the living people. They
but put into the play for
captured the idea of what
a purpose. The 1950s era
we think zombies are.
The zombies also joined
mixed with millennial
technological
advances
the main cast members
for dancing and singing
created a show that was
PHOTO COURTESY OF NOVA.EDU
in many sequences and "Song of the Living Dead: A Zombie Musical," a musical parody featuring overzealous and humorous,
they were always in sync. zombies, a love-struck couple and other eccentric characters.
yet kind of relatable.
The choreography was
The Black Box Theatre
exaggerated, the song lyrics were
once again provided a great venue
many characters throughout the
priceless, and the actors were able
musical, but that didn't take away
for the show. The intimate setting
to make the audience feel like a part
from the show at all. They were able
created an environment for the live
band to thrive, adding to the show
of the show. The main actors played
to change from character to character

and allowing the actors to engage
the audience during songs. Some
audience members were even lucky
enough to participate with a bit of
blood splattering.
"Song of the Living Dead: A
Zombie Musical" will have its last
showings in The Black Box Theatre
Sept. 1 - Sept. 4. The show times are
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8
p.m. and Sunday at 5 p.m. Tickets are
$10 for NSU students, $15 for students
from other schools with school IDs
and $25 for general admission. For
an additional $5, audience members
can choose to sit in the first two rows,
the splatter zone, to really feel a part
of the show. The "blood" is washable
and ponchos are provided for those
who want to protect themselves.
For more information visit www.
theprometheantheatre.org or call 866811-4111.

''Footsteps''
-worth follo-wing
Written by:
Stephanie Fleming
NSU 2010 graduate from the
Master of Arts in writing program,
Shewanda Pugh has delivered a
compelling story of love and adventure,
struggle and conflict, and hope despite
impossible circumstances in her debut
novel, "Crimson Footprints."
Deena Hammond, a mixed-race
girl, was raised by her grandparents
in Liberty City. She was programmed
to believe that her creation by a black
father and a white mother was the
result of the ultimate sin. Despite
the harsh disparagement, Deena
drug herself out of the ghetto and
put herself through college at M.I.T.,
earning a degree in architecture.
When she meets Takumi Tenaka, a
rich spoiled Japanese heir, Deena's
brother is holding a gun to his head.
After she saves him from doom,
Takumi can't get the girl out of his
head. The love that grows between
them is constantly threatened by
the certainty of family disapproval,
Deena's refusal to acknowledge him,
and the riveting twist that Takumi
is actually the so11 of Deena's boss,
the formidable and highly revered
Daichi Tenaka.
Pugh shows an impressive
knowledge of architecture that not
only takes readers through Deena's
journey but also teaches them
the intricacies of the profession.
Her descriptions of Deena and
Takumi's very different family lives
are wrought with the appropriate
slang, culture and family dynamic
necessary to understand where each
one comes from and the odds they

must fight against to be together.
And the best part of the novel is
the month long road trip Deena and
Takumi take through the country that
lands them in places like Atlanta,
New Orleans, Memphis, St. Louis,
Chicago and New York City. Pugh
paints a picture of each place so vivid
that I want to follow in the couple's
footsteps and see the places where
their relationship developed.
It is easy to find a book about
a love story or a travel narrative
but to combine the two and add a
heavy dose of architecture, ethnic
studies and a struggle like no other
takes hard work, great skill and sheer
dedication to the creation of a unique
work of art.
"Crimson Footprints" is one
of those books that you just can't
put down until you find out what
happens next. It's only available
electronically but that just means
you can download it on your
Kindle, computer or other device (I
downloaded it on my Kindle for just
$2.99) and start reading right away.
You will be happy you did.

Interview with
the Author, Shewanda Pugh
Q. What was your inspiration

for "Crimson Footprints?"
A. There was no one thing
that inspired "Crimson Footprints."
Instead, a fascination with differing
cultures, a reluctantly-carried-out
assignment from Dr. [Christine]
Jackson's [professor in the Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences] Fiction
Writing class, and a compulsive
"what if" attitude led to the first

seeds of the novel.
Q. How did your time at NSU
help you become a novelist?
A. There isn't enough time
to answer that. For starters, I've
compared writing samples from
my time before NSU with now,
and frankly, I don't know what the
program saw in me (but I am grateful
they saw something!) Second, the
very idea of the novel came from
an NSU course, Dr. Jackson's
constant question of "what if" and
her unwavering enthusiasm. An
abbreviated version of the novel
served as my thesis, and it was
during that time that I was able to
hone my work enough to secure
agent representation. Other classes
helped me strengthen myself not
just as a writer, but as a marketing
representative for my work. Quite
frankly, there would be no "Crimson
Footprints," Crimson Footprints
sequel, or Shewanda the author were
there no NSU Writing program.
Q. How did you learn so much
about architecture?
A. Research. As a writer, you're
often advised to write what you
know. I like to take this a step further
and infuse what I know with what
I'd like to know. The result is a far
less restrictive and more stimulating
writing experience that inevitably
translates to the page.
Q. The cultural differences of
the main characters are significant
and provide for some fascinating
drama. How did you decide on the
background for each character?
Have you studied the Japanese
language and/or culture?
A. The cultural background of

COURTESY OF S. PUGH

"Crimson Footprints," a novel about love, adventure, struggle and conflict was written by NSU alumnus
Shewanda Pugh.

Deena, the heroine, is similar to mine
in some respects, and goes back to
the "write what you know" belief
system. The hero, Tak, sprung from
a rough character sketch created in
Dr. Jackson's Fiction Writing class.
In it, we were required to scout out
a public place and people watch
until something inspired us. My
source of inspiration was a young,
pants-sagging, iPod bearing, tattooed
African American male who went
straight for the literature section at
Borders. In my surprise, I was forced
to question my assumptions and their
source. Though not obvious, the jump
from inspiration to actual was made
easily, as I happened to be an avid fan
of J-horror at the time, and completely
consumed with the culture.

Q. The chapters where the couple
travels are full of wonderful detail
about the developing relationship and
the places where they travel. Have
you been to all of those places?
A. I have, though I didn't rely
on memory alone to recreate those
places. Even Miami, a place where
I've lived for years, was researched
in painstaking detail.
Q. How does it feel to have your
first novel out there for anyone to read?
A. It feels a lot of ways. Exciting.
Overwhelming. It even feels like
vindication. I get emails every week
from one person or another, expressing
an appreciation of my work. Writers
have doubts, and I'm no exception.
Hearing that you suddenly have fans
does something to quell that.

• •
0 1n1ons

1

August 30, 2011 I nsucurrent.nova.ed1

FACEOFF:
NSU's smoking policy
Smoking reform. won't
.make quitters
consequences might
Written by:
Nathaaiel Dolan
I am a smoker. I am addicted to nicotine.
I'm not proud of it. It's just true.
When I arrived at NSU in fall 2010, I
observed the occasional smokers casually
indulging in their addiction outdoors just about
anywhere one can. Thus - when in Rome - I
simply did as everyone else by not limiting my
smoking to any particular location. In learning
my way about campus, the random "smoking
area" gazebos were evident enough. However,
they simply appeared to be a measure of
convenient courtesy.
It wasn't until spring 2011 that I even
became aware of any official NSU policy on
the issue of outdoor smoking. On April 20, a
warning was published by NSU's Chancellor
Ray Ferrero Jr. It stated that excessive
smoking policy violations may result in the
implementation of an entirely "smoke-free
campus." The warning cited data - reportedly
collected by Public Safety - claiming to
have amassed a record of "more than 1500
'observed' violations over a random threeweek period in March 2011."
NSU's position on this issue is troubling
in two distinct ways.
1. If the extent to which Public Safety
officers are directed to enforce the policy is
limited to mere "observation", exactly how
effective can such an arbitrary policy be in
terms of exacting the desired results?
2. On the statistic of "1500 [observed]
violations" - published by the Chancellor's
office - any such data is necessarily suspect
while it remains unaccompanied by records
and analyses of those violations. Making such
a case, by merely publishing unsubstantiated
data, flies in the face of accepted scientific
methods and repudiates entitlement to any
serious attention. If there were violations
reported, there must be records. Those records
should be publicized.
Frankly, it is a fool's paradise to rely on
the majority of humans to adhere to any policy
without fear of punishment. There must be
consequences. Otherwise, what is the legitimacy
of the policy based upon? If the current policy,
at the time of its 2009 enactment, had included
a threat to all campus smoking privileges, for
widespread violations, any legitimate study
conducted today likely would conclude with a
number much lower than the published "over
1500 violations in three weeks." As it is, the
current policy simply appears to have no
consequences for violators, and begs a question:
If violators have nothing to lose, what can we
reasonably expect from a policy which is meant
to govern them?
The honor system is not without virtue.
However, it is naive to presume that honor
among groups is the foundation upon which
desired outcomes can be achieved. If this
were the case in society, policy would bear
no necessity. The collective human condition
requires the element of consequence in order
to achieve desirable results.
To demonstrate, there is a parking policy
at NSU. Unintentionally, I violated that policy
during my first days on campus. Public Safety
wasted no time in citing me with a $30 fine. Rest
assured - I have not violated that policy since.
It is a reasonable policy and appears equitably
applied. Adherence to that policy is a direct
consequence of fundamental enforcement.

Indeed, public opinion on smoking
cessation has reached critical mass, and
smokers have emerged as outsiders.
However, there are many smokers still among
us and addiction is no laughing matter.
Science universally accepts addiction as
neurobiologically-based and maintains that
cessation is difficult, at best, with serious
physical and psychological consequences
arising throughout the process. I contend
that it is yet another fool's paradise to expect
students and faculty, who have not yet quit
smoking, to operate at peak performance levels
while being denied attention to the needs of
our current neurobiological conditions. I don't
choose to be addicted to nicotine. Choice is
not an element of addiction.
The fact is, while attending college
is not the optimum time-frame in which
to attempt smoking cessation. Even with
medical approaches to cessation, all scientific
data supports that just as many smokers who
succeed in quitting will fail in their attempts
to do so. Obviously, addiction cessation is
not a condition that leaves anyone at their
best. It is a state of being which is relentlessly
accompanied by serious consequences to
one's concentration and emotional state.
Withdrawal symptoms are nothing to be trifled
with. I find it arrogantly presumptuous for any
organization to implement policies that seem
to suggest otherwise. Such policies merely
reflect gross ignorance while dismissing the
depth and scope of the facts at issue.
Today, I comply with the current
smoking policy. I hold my fellow smokers
to their own compliance and insist that they
remain sensitive to non-smokers' rights.
Until a cure for addiction is realized, this is
as fair as life gets. I am not ignorant to the
fact that my addiction can impact the nonsmoking community. I agree that a policy is
appropriate. However, I am resolute in that
any policy must accommodate all members of
the NSU community and not just the singular
demographic of non-smokers.
I am encouraged by the reflections of
Tom Vitucci, director of Campus Recreation,
and part of the president's advisory council on
campus health and wellness programs, who sat
with me this week to discuss the issue at length.
Clearly, NSU is not rushing to judgment on an
issue bearing such comprehensive effects on
our NSU community. Vitucci maintains that
this matter has been on the table for nearly
seven years while steps have been taken toward
resolution. He maintains further that no final
determination shall be issued by the President
until all the data is in and options to an entirely
smoke-free campus have been equitably
considered. It appears that the university
administration is fully invested in reaching an
accommodation for all members of the NSU
community and not necessarily just following
the fashionable trends of society.
I suggest implementing and publishing
a schedule of serious financial and academic
consequences for violating the current policy.
Certainly, an accommodation can be achieved
for all concerned. If Public Safety officers
simply enforce the policy we already have by citing every smoking violator as they do a
parking violator - everyone at NSU can proceed
unfettered with our reasons for being here.

NSU should quit smoking
Written by:
SJaantescia Hill
. Yes, we've all seen them - the designated
smoking areas - those nicely covered seating
areas for campus smokers. But, how many
smokers actually use them? While walking.
re~ently from the Parker Building tci the
University Center I had a coughing fit because
the person walking in front of me apparently
didn't see the posted "smoking area" sign or
perhaps just didn't care. It's funny because
I'm not the one who needs to be reading the
signs. I don't smoke. In fact, I have an allergic
reaction to cigarette smoke exposure which
causes bouts of coughing, bronchitis, and the
loss of my voice.
These symptoms are very common with
exposure to secondhand cigarette smoke.
Although, secondhand smoke isn't the only
thing non-smokers worry about. "Third-hand"
risks pose equal threats from smoke particles
settling in hair and on clothing, and potentially
traveling to the lungs where they increase the
risk of cancer and other smoke-related illnesses.
The American Lung Association, along
with the Department of Health, consistently
issues severe warnings on the risks from
second and third-hand smoke. Universally
accepted as lethally carcinogenic, second and
third-hand smoke have been linked to heart
disease, asthma, and other respiratory illnesses.
They have even been linked to an increase in
the numbers of breast cancer victims.
While non-smokers do have the option
to be smoke-free in our homes and cars, when
it comes to schools, restaurants and other

businesses, we showd not have to suffer risk
to ~ur he~lth sirnpl.y because some smoker
seem o·nly to care for their own.
In recognizing and acknowledging thes
health risks, Flotida Atlantic University'
main campus in Gainesville has banned al
types of tobacco products since July 201,
while the Davie campus maintains restriction
on tobacco use of at least 50 feet from an.
building entrance. As of August 1, 201(
state-supported colleges across the state o
Arkansas prohibit all smoking under thei
newly enacted "Clean Air on Campus Act
and now issue citations ranging from $100 t,
$500 in fines . These bans apply to studenti
faculty, staff and visitors.
NSU, being one of the most prestigiou
schools in Florida, should consider followin.
their lead in protecting the health-rights of non
smokers, given that health is compromised, an,
rights are violated, every time a non-smoker i
exposed to the effects of cigarette smoke. Ne
only should NSU ban smoking altogether, bt
it should also be willing to enforce the rules b:
penalizing violators.
Unlike other deadly practices or habiti
which only affect the persons exposin;
their own health to danger, smoking effect
everyone touched by the smoke. The mm
effective way to prevent these risks to non
smokers - and to protect the health a
everyone concerned - is to ban smokin:
entirely, and strictly enforce the ban.

Want to write a letter
to the editor?

We're all ears!
Email: nsunews@nova.edu
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The secrets to pa·r king on catnpus
magically opened up a whole
new dimension in the universe
whereby a parking space is
nearly always awaiting my
arrival not too far from where
I might have preferred.
I know. It's really tough
out there in the lots. I can't
even imagine what it's like
for the medical students
down the street or how it can
get any tougher to find a spot
on the grounds anywhere
on the main campus. Let
me tell you, though - I'm
an undergrad, so I spend
the lion's share of my time
between Parker and De Santis.
couRTEsv oFsxc.Hu Both are a breath away from
the garage so I'm always
I wanted to park and how to get
headed there first to park and rarely
there expeditiously. So, do you
have I been left without a chair
want the good news or bad news
when the music stops. And, listen
first? No, the Office of Facilities
here - I've learned that walking a
Management doesn't appear to
little from my spot in the garage to
have· any plans in our immediate
my new job here at The Current, all
future for a new multilevel parking
the way across campus, isn't nearly
garage to ease our pain. According
as painful as I thought it would be.
Exercise - hmmm, who'd a thought?
to their current posted project list,
parking hasn't made this year's cut
It doesn't even take that long to walk
across campus - 5 minutes or so at
list. That's the bad news. The even
worse news, with respect to parking,
most. And, don't forget, we have a
is that we appear to have at least as
shuttle system arriving at all points
many students this year as last year.
on campus every 15 minutes.
Which means - yep - it's every man
Frankly, there really isn't that
or woman for them self in the Great
much to cry about with the parking
Parking Space Race.
situation.
There's always the
Here's the good news.· It
exception to every rule. But, I'd
didn't take me very long last year to
venture a guess that most complaints
determine that if I simply adjust my
about the parking are probably
coming from those unwilling to get
life - ever so slightly - and plan my
out of bed a little earlier, step away
day to allow just few extra minutes
to arrive on campus (10 or 15 at the
from their TV at home, or put down
most), I was never forced to circle the
the smart phones long enough to
grounds and garage again and again
allow for extra parking time. Call
in order to find a parking spot. In fact,
me crazy.
those few extra minutes seem to have

I

IBitten by:
Nathaniel Dolan
It's the beginning of the fall
term - historically, a time when
we will likely be subject to some
of the heaviest traffic and parking
competitions on campus. Ugh. I've
only been on campus for a year and,
already, I am well aware that campus
parking and traffic is one of the chief
complaints among NSU community
residents and commuters.
Well, for the time being, that's
just the way it has to be. I'd rather
attend a school that can't keep UQ
with its own parking needs than one
that can't register enough students to
fill a parking lot. That's got to say
something about the school we've
elected to attend -' yes?
Last year, when I first arrived
at NSU, I wasn't prepared for the
task of parking. No one actually
warned me. And, it took me a
while to get my bearings on where

a

On the Scene:

--No rights on
red: Red light
cameras ruled
constitutional
Written by:
Stephanie Fleming
Broward
County
Judge
Steven P. DeLuca, -recently ruled
that the use of red light cameras to
ensnare potential traffic violators
was constitutionaJ. DeLuca has
always been perceived by attorneys
appearing before him as a fair and
impartial judge and has, in fact,
thrown out most of the red light ticket
cases that have come before him.
However, this new ruling represents
a change in the tides, a veer away
from the path of protecting the rights
of_citizens. The ruling deals a severe
blow to constitutional rights we
all take for granted like the right to
confront witnesses against us or the
right to remain silent.
These cameras are merely
machines and machines make
mistakes. Has your camera ever
broken or your computer ever shut
down for no reason? The problem
with these red light cameras is that
they are the sole witness against
the drivers. No person was there to
see the light was red, to see that the
camera was working properly, that
the time stamp is right, that there was
no emergency that precipitated the
need to run the red light. How do you
cross examine a camera? I'd imagine
not without looking very silly.
And the constitution gives us the

right to questions any witness who
presents evidence against us. Well,
you say, the defendant can testify.
But what about our constitutional
right to remain silent? We're
not supposed to prove ourselves
innocent, we are presumed innocent.
But if you want to get out of a ticket,
you have to testify that you weren't
driving, you have to prove yourself
innocent. And if you had loaned your
car to your mom, dad, brother, sister,
etc., you can either pay the ticket or
sell them out.
No, it's not a criminal case, no
one is going to jail for running a red
light. But the fines they charge for
the infraction should be- criminal
and if you rack up enough of them,
you could lose your license. So, you
say, it's no big deal: just don't run
a red light. That's like saying just
don't ever be in the wrong place at
the wrong time, just don't ever get
wrongly accused of a crime. And we
all know that doesn't happen, right.
The Innocence Project has
helped to exonerate more than 250
wrongly convicted people through
DNA testing. Some were even
sentenced to die. OK, so, running
a red light isn't a felony worthy of
guidance from Barry Scheck but if
we willingly give up our rights in
traffic citation cases, what's next?
Where does it stop? It's a slippery
slope that I don't want to slide down.

American Historian Henry Steele Commager, said, "Change does not necessarily
assure progress, but progress implacably requires change."

If there is at least one change that you feel
would make a profound difference in campus life
here at NSU, what might that change be?

"It is so hard to find a parking space
near the law school. It's very
difficult, particularly in the mornings.
Shepard Broad Law definitely needs
more parking. Other than that, I have
no complaints." Josh Goodman,
third-year law student

"I really need help caring for my child
while attending class. I'm a parent
returning to school and serving in the
military. It's just so hard. And, I
really need some help from Academic
Services regarding my military
service and the occasional need to be
out of class when I'm called up for
duty. So far, it's not working out too
well for me." Leo Salas, junior
business management major
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"I would love to see some
kind of change or
expansion to the food
court situation in the UC
and more substantial
food available around
campus. It's just too
hard to get a bite on the
run. With my schedule, I
just don't have the time
necessary to wait in line
in order to feed myself. I
go hungry, a lot." Blake
Boyd, junior sports
management major

"We both agree that the Office of Academic
Advising could be more proactive and flexible so
that it's not just one person responsible for helping
us to manage our academic careers and that
critical issues are managed more effectively. So
far, neither of us is satisfied with service at the
Office of Academic Advising." Antonide Arthus,
junior nursing major (left); Ana Arias, junior
marine biology major
"I would really like to see a
significant reduction in our
carbon footprint, particularly
with the shuttles that run all
day on fossil fuel. How
about some hybrids or
vegetable oil engines?" Chris
Waggoner, junior theatre
major
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